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Exercise Pitch Black: Key

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
Rafale had just returned from
Red Flag Alaska 2024, and the
IAF Su-30 MKI had already
landed at the Royal Australian
Air Force (RAAF) Base Darwin,
Australia, on the other side of
the globe, for participating in
Exercise Pitch Black 2024.

The three-week exercise
started on July 12 and
continued till August 02. This
biennial, multi-national
exercise hosted by the RAAF
was named ‘Pitch Black’
because significant flying is
done during dusk, dawn, and
at night over large,
unpopulated areas.

“Exercise Pitch Black is our
premier activity for
international engagement, held
every two years to build
stronger ties with like-minded
nations,” Exercise Director Air
Commodore Peter Robinson
said. “Training with our partner
nations throughout Exercise
Pitch Black demonstrates our
commitment to the shared
value of sustaining peace and
stability across the region," he
added. The RAAF has a long
history of conducting air
exercises in the Northern
Territory. These used to
include “high-series” exercises
in the 1960s and “top-series”
in the early 1970s. They mq
involved integration with the
Royal Air Force and Royal New
Zealand Air Force. Exercise
Pitch Black was first held from
RAAF Base Williamtown in New
South Walesin June 1981 as a
three-day air defence exercise,
with ‘attacking’ aircraft flying
from RAAF Bases Amberley
and Richmond. The exercise
moved to RAAF Base Darwin
for the first time in May 1983,
though it remained as an air
defence exercise but had
participation also from the
United States Air Force (USAF).
Since then, Exercise Pitch Black
has been conducted in the
Northern Territory biennially,
with much larger scope and
participation.

The IAF contingent was
composed of over 150
professional air fighters,
comprising pilots, engineers,
technicians, controllers, and
other experts. While the Su-30
MKI multirole fighters engaged
in direct combat exercises, the
Boeing C-17 Globemaster I1I
and the Ilyushin IL-78 Air-to-
Air Refuelling aircraft were in
combat-enabling roles. The
exercise provided IAF with an
opportunity towards large-
force integration and
engagement with participating
nations and mutual exchange
of best practices. The exercise
also provided an excellent
opportunity for strengthening
the ability of the participating
nations to deploy over large
distances, support integrated
operations in the Indo-Pacific
region, and build strong
aviation associations in a highly
challenging environment. The
IAF has previously participated
in the 2018 and 2022 editions
of this exercise. The IAF
contingent made a transit halt
at Halim Perdanakusuma
International Airport in
Indonesia while heading
towards the southern
hemisphere for Ex Pitch Black
24, They were welcomed by
Sandeep Chakravorty, Indian
Ambassador to Indonesia, and
Marsda Benny, Indonesia’s
Assistant to the Chief of Air
Force for Intelligence.

This mission not only
exemplified India’s
commitment to international
defence cooperation but also
demonstrated its ability to
project air power over

significant distances,
reinforcing its status as a
major player in regional
security. Australia’s biggest
international air combat
training activity, Exercise “Pitch
Black”, was conducted from 12
July to 2 August. Aircraft were
operated from RAAF bases
Darwin and Tindal in the
Northern Territory, with
additional tanker and transport
aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley
in Queensland.

Every year the exercise is
becoming larger in numbers of
participants and operational
content. This year’s edition was
the largest in the 43-year-long
history, with participation by 20
countries, operating over 140
aircraft and 4435 military
personnel of many friendly air
forces. The exercise focused
on large-force employment.
The IAF Su-30 MKI got to
operate alongside the
Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning
1I and F-22 Raptor, Boeing F/
A-18E/F Super Hornet and F-
15 Eagle, Saab JAS 39 Gripen,
and Eurofighter Typhoon fighter
aircraft. Aircraft from France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, the Republic
of Korea, Singapore, Thailand,
the United Kingdom, and the
United States came, and
embedded personnel from
Canada and New Zealand
participated. For the first time,
aircraft and personnel from
the Philippines, Spain, Italy, and
Papua New Guinea, as well as
personnel from Fiji and Brunei,
participated in such an
exercise. Participants included
all Quad members and many
from the Indo-Pacific. It also
served as training for European
countries’ ability to project
power into the Indo-Pacific,
providing exposure to a wide
range of aircraft.

The exercise exposed
participants to complex
scenarios whilst utilising some
of the most advanced aircraft
and battle-space systems in
one of the biggest areas of
military training airspace in the
world. The aim was to practise
Offensive Counter Air (OCA)
and Defensive Counter Air
(DCA) combat in a simulated
war environment. A larger area
was required to cater for
training with modern fighter
jets, which use longer-range
manoeuvres and weapons
than previous fighters.

Visual Range (BVR) combat
was simulated, and also
factored in was the Surface-
to-Air Missile (SAM) threat.
Also involved were space-
based sensors and electronic
attack aircraft. The exercise
allows Australia to contribute
to the sovereign security of
participating nations, ensuring
they too are ready to respond
to contingency operations. It
provides an environment for
training and integration and
their ability to support
operations in the Indo-Pacific.
At the personal level, the
exercise builds strong
relationships between aviators
and other personnel from
across the Indo-Pacific region
and Europe. It will foster close
ties and help train to enhance
regional security in the region
and around the world. IAF
participates in the ‘Red Flag’
Exercise in the US. IAF and
USAF participate in the bilateral
US Pacific Air Forces (PACAF)-
sponsored Field Training
Exercise (FTX) Cope India
series, conducted in India.
The IAF and French Air
and Space Force (FASF) have
been holding a series of
Garuda air exercises since
2003. Exercise ‘Indradhanush’

is a joint exercise conducted
between the IAF and the Royal
Air Force (RAF).

Desert Eagle is a bilateral
exercise between the IAF and
the United Arab Emirates Air
Force (UAE AF). IAF
participated in the multilateral
Exercise Desert Flag VI in the
UAE in March 2021 and in
2023. IAF has also been
participating in Exercise
Eastern Bridge since 2009 with
Oman. Blue Flag is a military
aviation exercise held by the
Israeli Air Force at Ovda Air
Force Base in Israel. In July
2022, the IAF carried out a
one-month-long engagement
with the Egyptian Air Force
(EAF) at the Egyptian Fighter
Weapon School, located in
Cairo West Air Force Base.

The Republic of Singapore
Air Force (RSAF) and the IAF
have been carrying out
bilateral exercises, codenamed
SINDEX since 2004. The
Japanese Air Self-Defence
Force (JASDF) and IAF
participated in bilateral air
exercise SHINYUU Maitri-18 in
2018. In March 2023, IAF
participated in a similar
exercise in Komatsu, Japan.
1AF and JASDF also participated
in joint air exercise ‘Veer
Guardian-2023' at Hyakuri Air
Base in January 2023. IAF
participated in Exercise Orion
at the Mont-de-Marsan airbase
in France and Exercise
INIOCHOS at Andravida base
in Greece, hosted. by the
Hellenic Air Force, both held in
April-May 2023. The large-
force bilateral and multilateral
air exercises between major
professional air forces require
months of planning and
coordination. The planning has
to factor in multiple aircraft
fiying in confined spaces at very
high speeds and engaging in
combat manoeuvring. The
pace for the exercise is set by
initially doing smaller packages
and increasing the degree of
difficulty in a graduated
manner.

There
flight

engagements have to
controlled by ground-based and
airborne radars. The radio
procedures have to be
coordinated. The mission
commanders have to be
designated. Flight safety and
operational issues have to be
managed. Each mission must
have a clearly spelled-out aim
and a detailed briefing. Air effort
must draw lessons for all air and
ground crews.

In addition to enhancing
combat knowledge by imbibing
the best practices of other air
forces, it also improves
interoperability. Young aircrew
get exposure from flying
aircraft of other air forces.
Social and casual interactions
help exchange ideas and
imbibe knowledge. Special
lectures are organised to
educate the participants.
These exercises are also a part
of defence diplomacy. There
are cultural events and
exchanges. The exercise would
have provided IAF crews with
realistic simulations of air
combat in large-force,
complex, and dynamic combat
scenarios. The presence of the
F-22 and F-35 fifth-generation
aircraft would have given a
great new exposure, Over the
course of three weeks,
participants engaged in a
series of challenging missions
designed to ta;cg their skills,

isa need to de-conflict
paths. The air
haveto be

takeaways for Indian Air Force

seamlessly as part of a larger
team. It would have also
allowed IAF crew to validate
or appraise their own tactics,
techniques, and procedures
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(PLAAF), which exercises
primarily with Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) and very few
other major air forces, 1AF
benefits from exposure to air
exercises with nearly all the
major air forces in the world.
The frequency and number of
air exercises have gone up in
recent years. The saying
“More you sweat in , the
less you bleed in war” is best
exemplified by these air
exercises. India must be
proud that all Western air
forces have rated IAF aircrew
as great professionals and
very superior in their air
combat capabilities. The
Northern Territory is huge and
supports making the exercise
a success. It also allows
visitors a unique opportunity
to experience Australia. The
RAAF has conveyed its thanks
to the communities across
northern Australia for
withstanding the jet sound
and increased visitors, and for
their interest and tremendous
support. The RAAF
showcased its sincere thanks
by undertaking a flying display
over Mindil Beach on 18 July,
and the RAAF Base Darwin
hosted an ‘Open Day’ on 20
July.The role of the armed
forces in supporting India’s
foreign policy has been very
clear. A stronger military
gives the political leadership
greater options. Countries
with a more powerful military
get to sit on the global high
table, such as the UN Security
Council. The US, and now, to
some extent, China, have
been able to call the shots
globally because of their
military presence and power.
While India believes in
strategic autonomy, global
partnerships are important.
India has a powerful military.
It is a nuclear weapons
power with credible missile
and space programs. A key
element of being a ‘net
security provider’ is the ability
to launch Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) operations in the
region. Indian armed forces
played a globally acclaimed
role during the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami, the 2015
Nepal earthquake, the 2020
floods in Madagascar, the
Covid-19 pandemic medical-
relief operations, and the
earthquake in Turkey, among
many others. The military-to-
military contacts are at
various levels, including
senior-level visit exchanges,
arms sales and purchases,
military equipment training,
joint military exercises,
training staff courses, and the
exchange of strategic and
tactical appreciation
literature. India has a
significant presence in the UN
peacekeeping missions.
Defence wings in embassies
play a huge role in facilitating
all these activities.

Bankers been rendering
exemplary service to keep the
wheels of the economy moving
fulfilling the various schemes
of the government. There has
been a rising number of
assaulting bankers cases at
work place but the
government has done very
little to provide a sense of
safety and security at the
workplace. Recently one
customer of Bank of India at
Nadiad Branch in Gujarat
brutally assaulted and
threatened one young officer
without any reason.

FBOIOA and BOIOA
(Gujarat Unit) has strongly
condemned such unprovoked
and vengeful act against a
colleague who was merely
doing his duty as every banker
is entitled to a life of dignity
and safety at the workplace.

This is not first incident. There
have been series of assaults
on bankers while on duty,
which various banking
organisations like AIBOC &
FBOIOA have earlier
highlighted to the Ministry of
Finance from time to time. In
past taking cognisance of a
bank employee being
manhandled, the finance
ministry has assured that the
government is committed to
the safety of bankers and swift
action will be taken against the
person involved in the
incident. In past, the incident
of manhandling of a banker of
State Bank of India was
reported from Wardha district
of Maharashtra. In 2020 a
police constable in Surat,
Guijarat allegedly manhandled
a female employee of Saroli
branch of Canara Bank. She
was allegedly abused and
pushed for not being able to
print passbook as the printer
was not working. After the
incident of attack on woman
banker, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said and
assured to ensure the safety
of workers and timely action
in the matter and nothing
should threaten the safety and
dignity of bank employees. In
Union Bank - at Panitola
(Assam) several disgruntled
youths of tea gardens forcibly

enterg the bank and

manhandled the officers.
Most banks tend to attend
to not more than 100
customers on normal days.
No doubt, an employee
may err but nobody has the
right to physically assault him
on duty. Stating that banking
operations are crucial to the
economy, the Department of
Financial Services has already
written a letter to the chief
secretary of states that in the
light of rising incidences of
unruly behaviour of anti-social
elements against the bankers
but the government needs to
take stern actions. There is a
need to to deal firmly with
miscreants who indulge in
such attacks. Such repeated
incidents need to be
responded to proactively and
with a firm hand, strict action
taken against such elements
with full force of law so that
bankers are protected and the
public assured of secured
access to banking services.
Security arrangements must
be reviewed in the branches
to prevent such kind of
heinous attack on the
bankers. Despite of amid
challenges, banks are
extending all services to public
and therefore the safety of all
bankers is very important.
The entire nation has

ainst miscreants

observed that the staff of
banks and other financial
sector entities had played a
critical role in providing
essential services during the
pandemic. According to data,
more than 600 bank staff lost
their lives and the percentage
of death in the banking
industry is even higher in
comparison to the entire
country. Misbehaving, Abusing
and Assaulting with a Bank
employee comes under IPC
332 and 352 which may
attract 2 to 3 year
imprisonment and a non
bailable crime. Bank
employees need to be assured
about their safety as such
incidents result in the exact
opposite and end up
demoralizing their families.
Government must enact a new
legislation to protect Bank
employees from physical
assault while on duty. Don't we
think bankers life must be
protected who work hard
though in stress ? Don't we
think a deterrent action
against such culprits must be
dealt with ? Don't we think
such incidents need to be
dealt with promptly to infuse
confidence among the bankers
community? (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur
Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

World Development Report 2024:
India must focus on inclusive growth
to escape ‘middle-income trap’

The World Development
Report 2024 focuses on the
issue of the ‘middie-income
trap’. Published by the World
Bank annually since 1978, the
report chooses a specific
aspect of economic

development each year. This
time the report expressed its
concerns about the potential
challeng&s faced by India and

China, along with 106 other
countries, towards becoming
high-income developed
countries. The report released
on August 1 suggests that at
the current pace, China could
take 10 years, Indonesia could
take 70 years, and India could
take as many as 75 years just
to reach a quarter of the per
capita income of the United
States. The report suggests
108 middle-income countries
possessing 75 per cent of the
world’s population, generating
40 per cent of global GDP, and
contributing to 60 per cent of
global carbon emissions face
several challenges, even more
severe than their
predecessors, in escaping the
‘middle-income trap’. Drawing
lessons from 50 years, the
World Bank concludes that as
the countries grow wealthier
and reach 10 per cent of the
annual US GDP per capita, they

“hita trap whereby growth

becomes stunted, restraining
the economy from reaching the
status of a high-income
country. By the end of 2023,
108 such countries were
identified, which were labelled
as middle income countries
with annual GDP per capita
between $1,136 and $13, 845
and now the World Bank warns
that these countries risk falling
into the ‘middle income trap”.
However, the report
suggests “a sequenced and
progressively more
sophisticated mix of policies” to
help countries avoid the trap.
Proposing a '3 i’ strategy of
investments, infusion, and
innovation, the report advises
countries to use them as per
their development levels. The
low income countries should
first focus on investments,
while the lower-middie income
countries should focus on
investments and the infusion of
technology. The upper middle-
income countries should focus
on all these three ‘i's, and
investments and infusion of
technology should go hand in
hand with innovation, i.e.,
these countries should not just
borrow ideas from developed
ones but also should push their
boundaries. The World Bank
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There was air-to-air combat,
air-to-surface strikes, and
offensive and defensive
counter-air operations. The
exercise had combinations of
missions with scenarios that
simulate high-threat
environments.

IAF aircrew got to operate
and engage with the F-35, the
USAF’s latest and most
advanced fifth-generation
fighter. IAF personnel gained
invaluable exposure to and
experience from
engagements with different
operational tactics and
strategies. It enhanced their
ability to operate effectively
in multinational coalitions. IAF
combat controllers and other
support personnel were also
exposed to varied
environments and worked
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also highlights that rapidly
ageing populations, rising
protectionism in advanced
economies, and the need to
speed up the energy transition
could be a challenge in the
strive of the middle income
economies to upgrade
themselves to the high-income
levels. Talking about India, a
lower-middle-income
economy with a per capita
income of $ 2,390 in 2022, the
U jon to focus on the ‘2i's
of investments and infusion of
technology is not enough.
Considering India’s
demographic dividend, it is the
time bracket that India can
hardly afford to lose. It should

focus on innovations, research
and development; it has good
institutions and an able human
capital to begin with. However,
it has to be admitted that
institutions should be upgraded
to meet world standards, and
robust human resource
development is imminent in
India. But Indian youth is
aspirational, and public-private-
academia trilateral convergence
aswas prescribed by this year'’s
economic survey as well could
better harness this potential of
India. Also, it has to be
acknowledged that India is one
of the countries that faces the
highest socio-economic
inequalities.
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borrower/guarantor.
Date : 17-08-2024
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